
 
BOROUGH OF NORTH HALEDON 

 
                                  WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 

                                         May 15, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Mayor George read the OPMA notice into the record. 
 
This meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. Notices 
of this meeting were emailed to THE HERALD NEWS and the HAWTHORNE PRESS on 
January 14, 2019, and were posted on the bulletin board on the same date, and have been 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  A copy of the notice has been 
available on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk for inspection.  Proper notice having 
been given, the Clerk is directed to include this statement in the minutes of this meeting. 
 
Proper notice having been given, the meeting was called to order at 8:19 p.m. and the Clerk 
was directed to include this statement in the minutes of this meeting. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  
Mayor Randy George 
Council Members:  Rocco Luisi, Raymond Melone, Donna Puglisi, George Pomianek, Keith 
Salviano. 
 
Absent: 
Council Member Iacobelli (due to the recent passing of his father) 
 
Also Present: 
Borough Attorney Michael De Marco 
Borough Engineer, Joseph Pomante (excused at 9:00 p.m.) 
Acting Police Chief, Todd Darby 
Deputy Borough Clerk, Dena Ploch 
Renate Elatab, Municipal Clerk 
 
Council Member Puglisi raised the issue of Melanie Bergstrom having been hired by the 
Board of Health, replacing Lou Giordano.  Mayor George stated that this should be discussed 
in Executive Session.  The Borough Attorney will send Bill Faasse, the President of the Board 
of Health, a RICE notice so that this issue can be discussed in Executive Session at the June 
19th Council Meeting. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Motion by Council Member Luisi, second by Council Member Puglisi, to open the floor to the 
public.  Upon roll call, all members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried.            
 
Nino Manna, 6 Harring Court, stated that he had been honored to represent Councilwoman 
Puglisi during youth week, and looked forward to sitting on the dais as an elected official.  He 
inquired about the status of getting Wi-Fi at Buehler’s.  Mayor George responded that the 
Borough’s IT person was still looking into that request because it would cost over $100.00 a 
month, in addition to an installation fee, and the council members had to be fiscally 
responsible.  Nino alleged that the garbage and recycling haulers mix the garbage and 
recycling when they pick up at his house.  Mayor George could not understand how this could 
happen since garbage pick-up is Tuesdays and Fridays, and recycling pick-up is Wednesdays; 
he suggested that Nino’s family put out their garbage and recycling on the proper days to 
prevent the possibility of this occurring.  Mayor George stated that it had been suggested that 
the Borough stop collecting recycling since it costs more to get rid of recycling than garbage, 
but that the Borough would continue to collect recycling since environmentally it was the 
right thing to do. 
 
Seeing as no one else in the public asked to speak, motion by Council Member Puglisi, second 
by Council Member Salviano to close the floor to the public.  Upon roll call, all members 
present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried.    
 
 
ENGINEERING 
 
Project Status Report attached hereto and made part of minutes.  Mr. Pomante advised that the 
the combination of PSE&G also working on Oakwood Avenue as well as the rainy weather 
had caused delays and difficulties for the on-going road rehabilitation project on Oakwood 
Avenue Phase 1. 
 
The Borough asked the Borough Attorney to prepare an easement that had been requested by 
ATT and PSE&G for the cell tower. 
 
Correspondence from Boswell Engineering re: Proposed Roundabout.  The Borough Engineer 
remitted construction plans for the proposed roundabout prepared by Passaic County, as well 
as a drawing of the Borough’s sanitary sewerage system along North Haledon Avenue in the 
area of the proposed roundabout to Urban Engineers, Inc. 
 
Correspondence from Borough Planner re: 214 High Mountain Road.  The Borough Planner 
advised that he had reviewed Mr. Daibes request for an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 
for 214 High Mountain Road (construction of 18 townhouse/apartment units, which would 
equate to a density of 36 units per acre), and stated that Mr. Daibes’ request was unacceptable 
as “it would not fit on this small property without excessive building height or coverage and it 
would be incompatible with the scale of the surrounding one-family residential 
neighborhood.”  Mr. Kauker recommended a mixed use for the property with 2-3 commercial 
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retail uses on the first floor and not more than 3 multi-family units on the second floor.  
Mayor George advised that Eastern Christian High School is interested in purchasing the 
property.  There are some environmental issues with the property.  In addition, Daibes owes 
approximately $125,000 in property taxes. 
 
Correspondence re: AOCs at 920 Belmont Avenue.  Report from Remediation Professional 
stated that in his opinion remediation had been completed, and that no confirmed 
contamination was observed. 
 
Basketball Court.  The Borough Engineer explained that since it would cost another $25,000 
to address NJDEP issues and because of the time constraint in getting the basketball court 
built before North Haledon Day, he had proposed building a half-court, which could fit 
outside of the flood hazard area.  Mayor George advised that the Borough could build a half-
court this year, and if the need for a full court was established, the Borough could spend the 
additional $25,000 next year.  Councilman Melone asked if anything could be done to rectify 
the flooding that regularly occurs in the area the batting cages.  The Borough Engineer 
advised that there was a swale that created that problem, but he would talk to the 
Superintendent of Public Works, and see if some railroad ties could be installed, which would 
prevent the debris caused by the flooding from accumulating on the gravel path. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mayor Randy George / North Haledon Volunteer Ambulance.  Amy Guido, the President of 
the NHEMS, advised that she had resigned from the North Haledon Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, and that it was in the process of closing its doors due to a lack of participation, 
membership, and EMTs.  She apologized that the request for driver’s license information, 
which was requested by the Borough’s insurance carrier, had not been complied with.  Mayor 
George asked her to ask the members to remove all their personal belongings from the 
ambulance building, to return their keys to the municipal building, and to return the keys of 
the two ambulances because he would have the building locked on Friday, and no one from 
the ambulance corps would be allowed in after that time.  Mayor George advised that he had 
been told by the former President of the Ambulance Corps that the State had offered to 
provide EMTs for a few months, but he believed that this was just kicking the can down the 
road, and prolonging the inevitable. Councilman Luisi inquired why it was so difficult to get 
volunteer EMTs; Acting Chief Darby advised that most of the original EMTs had gotten 
older, that originally the training had been much less rigorous, (40 hours vs. 220 hours) and 
whereas in the past, EMTs could take the State EMT test, now they had to take the national 
test, which had a passing rate of less than 50%. 
 
Acting Chief Todd Darby / Access to NHEMS Building.  Acting Chief advised that the key 
fob had been disabled at the ambulance building, the lock to the front door had been changed, 
and the garage overhead doors unplugged.  A sign had been placed on the front door advising 
not to enter and arrange for access from the police department. 
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Acting Chief Todd Darby / Ambulance Calls.  North Haledon Volunteer Ambulance only 
responded to 5 of 164 ambulance calls through May 1 – the majority of the calls were 
answered by the Paterson Fire Department. 
 
Acting Chief Todd Darby / Safest Community in Passaic County.  Acting Chief Darby 
advised that while it is difficult to determinate what the criteria are for what constitutes the 
“safest town,” the Borough of North Haledon had the lowest number of reported crimes in 
Passaic County. 
 
Tax Assessor / Tax Exemption / Bhatt Foundation.  The Tax Assessor requested additional 
documents from Mr. and Mrs. Bhatt in connection with their application for tax exemption for 
the Bhatt Foundation. 
 
Government Records Council  / Cornett vs. NH Records Custodian.  The GRC determined that 
the Municipal Clerk, as Custodian of Records, had lawfully denied access to a complainant’s 
OPRA request seeking Recreation Commission girls basketball teams. 
 
Belmont Estates Urban Renewal / Superior Court Application.  Court denied application 
asking for relief of COAH obligation. 
 
Joseph Sasso / The Belmont Group / COAH requirement.  Mr. Sasso requested that that the 
Governing Body consider reducing his COAH requirement of 15% on rental properties to 
10%. 
 
NJIIF / Monthly Newsletter contained information regarding training of summer help 
(obligations are same as full time employees), inspection of recreational facilities, protection 
of first responders to fentanyl, and product recalls. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Ordinance #12-2019    Re: Zone Change / Block 18.01 – Lot 8 
Ordinance #15-2019    Re: Amendment / Salary Ordinance 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS / ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS 
 
Ordinance     Re: Signs 
Ordinance     Re: Distributive Antennae Systems 
 
Consent Agenda Resolution #6-2019 
 

1. Purchase / DPW Vehicle  
2. Tax Lien Redemption  
3. Acceptance of Proposal / Boswell Engineering / Westervelt Avenue  
4. Approval / Raffle Licenses  
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5. Buy Back Time 
6. Appointment / Part-time Dispatchers  
7. Authorization / Auction / Surplus Property 
8. Support / Path to Progress Recommendations / NJ Economic & Fiscal Policy 

Workgroup  
9. Resignation / Board of Health / Billy Jones  
10. Appointment / Board of Health / Patricia Devries  
11. Refund / Building Permit / 209 Sicomac Avenue 
12. Payment of Bills / Issuance of Checks 
13. Appointment / Hearing Officer 

 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Councilwoman Puglisi requested that the resolution appointing Patricia Devries be taken off 
the consent agenda until the Governing Body had met with the President of the Board of 
Health.  Mayor George stated that Lou had come out of retirement 15 years ago to help out the 
Borough, and both he and Councilwoman Puglisi believed that what had happened to Mr. 
Giordano was wrong. 
 
Councilwoman Puglisi asked if the Borough Attorney could draft a contract that any 
employee who left the Borough prior to a certain amount of years, after the Borough had paid 
for their certification, had to reimburse the Borough for their education. 
 
Appointment / Hearing Officer.  The Borough Attorney advised that the NJIIF had 
recommended the hiring of a hearing officer for any employee of the Police Department who 
faces a disciplinary hearing.  Councilwoman Puglisi stated that she would want a hearing 
officer for all Borough employees; the Borough Attorney advised that that would need to be 
approved by a separate resolution.  The Borough Attorney advised that after the hearing, the 
hearing officer would make a recommendation to the Governing Body, which would have the 
choice of rejecting the recommendation of the hearing officer, or determining the disciplinary 
action.  Councilman Luisi questioned why the Governing Body would agree with the NJIIF’s 
recommendation for a hearing officer; the Borough Attorney advised that this relieved the 
members of the Governing Body of a heavy burden, and no one could accuse them of being 
biased.  Councilman Luisi inquired what the procedure for an appeal of the Governing Body’s 
disciplinary action would be; the Borough Attorney advised that they could appeal to the 
Superior Court. 
 
Possible Sergeant(s) / Interviews / Promotion(s).  Mayor George and Councilman Melone 
stepped off the dais.  Council President Puglisi assumes the chairing of  the meeting. 
Acting Chief Darby advised that on May 22nd there will be a written test; 75 would be the 
passing grade; the oral test will be on May 30th; interviews with the Police Committee will be 
on June 11th.  Four officers will be taking the test; Officer Carver asked to take both tests, but 
stated that she wished to stay in the Detective Bureau for the time being, and did not wish to 
participate in the interviewing process.  Results of the tests will be good for 36 months from 
the time of appointment(s). 
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Mayor George and Councilman Melone returned to the dais. 
Councilman Salviano asked what the Borough planned to do with the ambulances.  Mayor 
George advised that Acting Chief Darby had recommended bringing the ambulance to all 
North Haledon events, and that members of the Police Department could respond as EMTs 
and drivers. 
 
The Borough Attorney advised that the hearing on the Fire House had been scheduled for 9:00 
a.m. on Friday, May 31st. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Council Member Puglisi, second  by Council Member Pomianek, to adjourn the  
meeting.  Upon roll call, all members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried. 
      
Mayor George declared the meeting duly adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 
 
       

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Renate Elatab, Municipal Clerk 
 
Approved at Council Meeting of June 19, 2019 
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